Unearthed before you are all the position players who were given a full time shot in the Majors by age 22 from 1986-2001. Please, let me know if I missed anyone. The players on this list are roughly in the order of how young the were when they started to become stars. I’ve tried to group similar type players together within that order.

My color coded descriptions of their achievement levels by age following their names are thus. To be “solid”, the player should be roughly an average regular. Hence, “not bad” or “OK” are marginally worthwhile starters. Anything worse is not mentioned or in black. (For space sake, I may have omitted some of the not bad declining years.) A “star?” is  above average, but not clearly a “star”, who is a significant notch more outstanding. Obviously a “big star” and a “superstar” are degrees higher than that. Only Barry Bonds has achieved “star level 5”. The evaluations are based on their OBA+SlgA above league average and a subjective rating of the defensive contribution. A plateau implies a level sustained for, at least, three years significantly above the previous stated level.
The numbers and letters on the right various indicators we statistically minded baseball geeks use to project future improvement – besides age. The first two numbers are MLB K:BB at ages 22 and 23. This represents their strike zone command. Having the numbers for both ages allows us to look for possible improvement.
The third column is their strike zone judgment (BB/AB) at 23.
The fourth number is my speed index. It was calculated as 1000*(3B + SB-CS)/PA. I had toyed with using base stealing effectiveness max(SB-2*CS,0), but thought SB-CS was a better measure of speed while the other measures technique as well as speed. Yes, I should have kept the number at a minimum of 0, but it worked out better the way I did it with the first few players I tried it on. Bad on me.
The letter is a grade of their perceived defensive value in the player’s early years.

The final column is each player’s highest overall ranking by Baseball America. The rankings are on-line only to 1990, so players who came up before then show something else. Christian Guzman was the only regular at 22 in the last 15 years who didn’t crack BA’s top 100. I assumed Griffey was number 1 in 1989. I recall he was well anticipated. If a number is followed by a “T”, he was that team’s Nth top prospect. (I have 1989 rankings on my desk, and ’88 rankings from the AL East.) Again, I recall Santiago was well hyped, so I assumed he was San Diego’s top prospect.  A number following an “r” indicates which round that player was drafted in the amateur draft. If the number follows a “p”, then you know his overall pick in the first round, if he was in the top 10. Players signed outside of the draft and were up before 1989, get “??”.
Ken Griffey: ROY at 19, star at 20, big star at 21, level 3 star at 23-27, level 2 until 30.
.66,1.05, .16,  15, A,   1?
Alex Rodriguez: not bad at 19/20, a superstar at 20/21 and still nearly up there at 30
.37,  .51, .11,  39, A,   1
Albert Pujols: big star at 21, a slightly even higher plain from 23-?. . .                                1.04,1.22, .13,  03, C, 42
Rafael Furcal: star? at 20 - no change so far at 27.
.91,  .43, .07,  51, B, 72
Eric Chavez: solid at 20, star? at 22, star plateau 23-26, dropped to solid at 27. . .
.66,  .41, .08,  12, B,  3
Scott Rolen: star at 22, big star at 23, 28, and best year at 29 so far. . .
.55,  .66, .15,  19, B, 13
Ivan Rodriguez: OK at 19, solid at 20, better at 21, star? at 22, plateau: 26-32, spike at 28.74, .33, .03, 04, A+, 7
Benito Santiago: star? at 22, never improved, but was still usually solid through 38.
.14,  .29, .05, 19, B, 1T?
Frank Thomas: big star 22 (191 ABs)-29 with a spike at 25/26, intermittent star in 30s.
.81,1.23, .25, 03, D, 29
Vladimir Guerrero: solid 21, big star 22-... (very consistent since then. He’ll be 30.)
.44, .89, .09, 28, B,  2
Manny Ramirez: solid at 21/22, star: 22/23-25-26 plateau: 26/27-29/30, he’s 33.
.58, .67, .15, 03,  D,  7
Troy Glaus: solid at 22/23, big spike at 23/24, pretty much star? since . . .
.50, .68, .20, 00, C, 36
John Olerud: solid 20-34 with a huge spike at 23, star? plateau at 27-32.
.81, 1.15, .15, 00, C,   3
Juan Gonzalez: star? from 20-31, with a spike at 23, and arguably 26 & 28.
.24, .37, .07, 04, D,   4
Jose Canseco: solid at 21, huge spike at 23/24, star for 3 more years, then wobbly decline..32, .61, .13, 28, C, r15
Andruw Jones: very solid at 20, star?-star 21-28 . . .
.74, .59, .09, 27, A-,  1
Barry Bonds: very solid at 21/22, star level 1 at 23/24, level 2 at 25/26, level 3 at 27/28-28/29, back to level 2 until star level 5 at 36/37-39/40.
.61, .88, .13,  34, B, p6
Robbie Alomar: star? 20-22, a mixture of star? - big star from 23-33, just solid 34-35.
.59, .66, .09, 55, A, ??

Travis Fryman: very solid: 21-31 with a large spike at 23/24, and minor spikes around 30.
.27, 31,  .07, 14, B, 39
Carlos Baerga: solid at 21, nice curve up at 23-24, then down again, way down
.65, 46, .05, 09, B, 67
Ellis Burks: solid at 22, star 23-25, solid?-star? to 38 with a peak at 34-35 (BALCO?).
.42, 70,  .11,  36, B, r1
Ruben Sierra: solid at 20, star at 23 & 25, lost solidity by 30, until solid? 35-38.
.48, .52, .07, 20, D, ??
Will Clark: solid at 22, star 23-30 with a spike at 25, solid to 36 (BB:K soared to .78 @24)
.45, .50, .09, -x,  B, p2
Derek Jeter: solid at 21/22, star? at 22/23, plateau thereafter with a big spike at 24/25.
 47, .59, .11,  33, B,  4
Delino DeShields: star? at  21-23, but went slowly downhill to last year a starter: 32.
.63, .45, .10, 65, A, 12

Chuck Knoblauch: star? at 22/23, plateau 25/26-30/31 with a 2 year spike around 27.      1.48,1.47, .15, 40, B, 72
Miguel Tejada: solid at 22, star at 24, big star plateau at 26-. . .
.33, .61,  .10, 05, A, 10
Christian Guzman: weak starter at 21, OK? at 22, star? at 23, solid 24-26, solid? 27-?
.46, .27, .04, 57, B,  --
Gregg Jefferies: solid at 21, star? double spike at 25/26-26/27, useless at 28/29-          1.15,1.24, .10, 42, C, 1T
Adrian Beltre: solid-solid? 20-24, gigantic spike at 25, back to solid at 26 . . . 
.34, .39, .06, 17, B,   3
Shawn Green: solid? at 22, star? 26-27, star 28-29, star? 30-31, solid at 32. . .
.29, .44, .08, 11,  D,   6
Edgar Renteria: solid 20/21 – 25/26, star? at 26/27, star at 27/28, solid since. (He’s 30.)
.62, .65, .09, 50, A, 33
Jimmy Rollins: very solid at 22 moved into the star? level at 25 . . .
.44, .52, .08, 55, B,  31
Omar Vizquel: defensive star only @22, star? at 25 & 28, star 32-35 (-34), still fine @38.
.70, .82, .07, 07, A+, 5T
Jose Guillen: solid? 21-22, mostly stunk 23-26, star? at 27, now solid 28-29. . .
.21.  .35, .07, 01, C, 24
Michael Barrett: solid-solid? 22-26, star? at 27- ? (I don’t know. I’m just an AL guy.) 
.82, .66, .08, 00, C,  6
Alex (Tor., etc.) Gonzalez: solid 22-30 with a very good year at 26.
.39, .35, .09, 19, A,  4
Alex (Fla.) Gonzalez: solid 22-?(will be 29), although he stunk at 23, and was a star? at 26.
.13,  .17, .03, 16, A, 17
failed stars: (you could move DeShields, Jefferies, Guzman, Barrett, and the Alex Gonzalezes into this category)

Phil Plantier: thought to be a star from 53 games @22, but had only one solid season at 24..60, .53, .13, 02, D, 83
Ben Grieve: solid from 22-24, then fizzled – never close to a star.
.69, .58, .13,  05, D,   1
Pete Incaviglia: solid-solid? 22-32, but clearly downhill after 29.
.30, .29, .09, 11,  D, p8
Dave Martinez: solid-solid? from 22-32, had only one star? year at 31, played to 36.
.59, .40, .09, 36, C, r3
Wil Cordero: thought to be solid at 20, injured at 24, no more shortstop = little value
.66, .41, .07, 22, C,   6
Jerry Browne: solid when playing 21-28.
.78,1.06, .11, 17,  B, ??
Omar Infante: after excellence in AAA, struggled at 21, quite solid at 22, slipped at 23 . . .36, .22, .04, 35, B, 95
Mark Lewis : starter at 21 (back in minors for 23 & 24), looked solid half of year at 25.
.36, .00, .00, 05, B,   9
Luis Rivas: starter at 21, but after 4½ years as a starter never reached solidity.
.37, .46, .06, 32, C, 55
Junior Felix: solid? 21-22,  & 26, otherwise little value. Dominican’s actual age questioned.
.45, .20, .05, 21, D, 3T
Milt Cuyler: solid? at 22, but stunk thereafter.
.57, .16, .03, 49, B, 4T
Peter Bergeron: ditto. 
.58, .32, .07, 12, B, 40
Wilton Guerrero: solid? 22-26, then useless.
.15, .22, .03, 31, B, 49
Billy Ripken: solid for ½ year at 22, then at 25. Otherwise, he struggled in 2729 at bats.
.91, .52, .06, 12, A-, r11
Andre Thomas: given a 4½ year to reach solidity 22-26, but couldn’t cut it.
.16, .28, .02, 01, A, ??
