Major League Sports Markets

You have my apologies for the lack of Scoresheet observations. STATS has stopped publishing my favorite annual reference books, so I’m still in shock over that. Instead, here’s chart I just felt compelled to produce showing which metropolitan markets have major league franchises in which sports. 

The cities are grouped by the number of major league franchises, then listed as much as possible to place the cities which are closest to each other next to each other on the list.

It could be well argued that the CFL is not quite a major league. However, it is the only football league available to Torontonians, Montréalers, and Vancouverites, who do live in Major League sized cities.

Los Angeles, which has lost two NFL franchises in recent years and is the second largest metro market north of the Rio Grande, does not have a major league football team at all. The San Francisco Bay area has half the population of Los Angeles and Orange County, yet has the same number of sports teams.

Creating this list required a bit of judgment. Sacramento is closer to Frisco than Green Bay is to Milwaukee. In fact, Chicago is even closer to Milwaukee than Green Bay is. Yet, where do the Packers get enough fans to support their team? I figure those Milwaukee folks prefer their own Wisconsin team to the Chicago Bears. Meanwhile, San Francisco has its own basketball team, so I listed Sacramento by itself. Conversely, those folks in central Florida must share sports teams even though that is also a two hour drive across the pike. Ottawa isn’t even that far from Montréal, but they don’t need to share football or hockey teams. Baltimore is much closer to D.C. and they need to share most of their teams.

I know many Torontonians go all the way to Buffalo for their NFL fix, but combining them is too much of a stretch as it is with Seattle and Vancouver.

The New York metropolitan area is aptly the only one with three franchises is one sport: Rangers, Islanders, and Devils.

Separating the cities that are more than 30 miles apart, there are only 12 cities that have a major league franchise in each sport and 10 cities that have exactly one team in each sport. That would actually be 9 cities, if you don’t count the CFL a major league. Based on populations, Phoenix and Denver appear lucky to have all four sports. However, they are among the fastest growing cities, so, I guess there has been a little projection going on. 

The top candidates for a new franchise based on population per franchise are San Juan, eastern Virginia, Las Vegas, Los Angeles, San Diego, Sacramento, Houston, San Antonio, Austin, or Greensboro area.



	Market
	NFL
	CFL
	NHL
	NBA
	MLB
	Pop.

	New York

N. New Jersey
	0

2
	
	2

1
	1

1
	2

0
	21.2

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	San Francisco

Oakland

San Jose
	1

1

0
	
	0

0

1
	1

0

0
	1

1

0
	  7.0

	Los Angeles

Anaheim
	0

0
	
	1

1
	2

0
	1

1
	16.4

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Chicago
	1
	
	1
	1
	2
	  9.2

	Toronto

Hamilton
	
	1

1
	1

0
	1

0
	1

0
	  4.8

  0.7

	Washington

Baltimore
	1

1
	
	1

0
	1

0
	0

1
	  7.6

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Boston
	1
	
	1
	1
	1
	  5.8

	Philadelphia-Wil.
	1
	
	1
	1
	1
	  6.2

	Detroit
	1
	
	1
	1
	1
	  5.5

	Min.-St. Paul
	1
	
	1
	1
	1
	  3.0

	Denver
	1
	
	1
	1
	1
	  2.6

	Phoenix
	1
	
	1
	1
	1
	  2.2

	Dallas-Ft. Worth
	1
	
	1
	1
	1
	  5.2

	Atlanta
	1
	
	1
	1
	1
	  4.1

	Tampa-St. Pete.

Orlando
	1

0
	
	1

0
	0

1
	1

0
	  2.4

  1.6

	Miami
	1
	
	1
	1
	1
	  3.9

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Houston
	1
	
	0
	1
	1
	  4.7

	St. Louis
	1
	
	1
	0
	1
	  2.6

	Milwaukee

Green Bay
	0

1
	
	0

0
	1

0
	1

0
	  1.7

  0.2

	Cincinnati

Columbus
	1

0
	
	0

1
	0

0
	1

0
	  2.0

  1.5

	Cleveland
	1
	
	0
	1
	1
	  2.9

	Pittsburgh
	1
	
	1
	0
	1
	  2.4

	Montréal
	
	1
	1
	0
	1
	  3.5

	Seattle
	1
	
	0
	1
	1
	  3.6

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Vancouver
	
	1
	1
	0
	0
	  2.0

	Edmonton
	
	1
	1
	0
	0
	  0.9

	Calgary
	
	1
	1
	0
	0
	  0.9

	Ottawa
	
	1
	1
	0
	0
	  1.1

	Buffalo-Niagra,ON
	1
	
	1
	0
	0
	  1.6

	Indianapolis
	1
	
	0
	1
	0
	  1.6

	Kansas City
	1
	
	0
	0
	1
	  1.8

	San Diego
	1
	
	0
	0
	1
	  2.8

	New Orleans
	1
	
	0
	1
	0
	  1.3

	Nashville
	1
	
	1
	0
	0
	  1.2

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Memphis
	0
	
	0
	1
	0
	  1.1

	Jacksonville
	1
	
	0
	0
	0
	  1.1

	Charlotte
	1
	
	0
	0
	0
	  1.5

	Raleigh-Durham
	0
	
	1
	0
	0
	  1.2

	San Antonio
	0
	
	0
	1
	0
	  1.6

	Salt Lake City
	0
	
	0
	1
	0
	  1.3

	Sacramento
	0
	
	0
	1
	0
	  1.8

	Regina
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	  0.2

	Winnipeg
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	  0.7


