Birth year all-star team at 24 and at 34:

It was the mid 80s, when I started these fantasy all-star team of players born within a year of each member of my Scoresheet League’s birthday. Two of the owners were still quite young, so it is interesting to compare how their birth year all-star teams have changed since then. The first one we’ll look at belongs to Gil Lau who turned 24 in July of 1985.

As you might expect, there was more volatility amongst pitchers than non-pitchers. Starter Van Langdingham (Sf), closer Johnny Ruffin (Cin-ari-fla, and other starters worthy of the 24 year old team (Hitchcock nyy-sea-SD-nyy-stl-sd, Watson stl-sf-ana-nym-sea-nyy, Lira det-sea-det-, and Ogea Cle-phi) dropped out of sight. Famously disappointing Todd Van Poppel (oak-det-tex-pit-ChC-tex-cin) was part of this class. Carlos Perez actually turned into a star briefly then disappeared so quickly he failed to make the 34  year-old team (based on career achievement).
All of the position players in the starting line-up, at least, made the team or came very close. (Only Mondesi (LAD-Tor-NYY-Ari-pit-ana-atl) didn’t quite make it due partially to need for speedier players on the bench and bad attitude.) However, when you go a littler further down the list of high achieving 24 year olds 10 years, you will see a bunch who never panned out. Wil Cordero keeps on playing, but has been considered a major disappointment. Billy Hunter never learned the strike zone and is gone despite his excellent speed. Quilvio Veras (Fla-SD-atl) went down hill from the age of 24. Were there questions about his actual age? The three position players who came closest to making the 24 year old list either disappeared (Joe Nunnally kc-Cin-bos-nym and Tony Torasco atl-mon-bal-cin-nyy-nym). The next best 24 year old leapt to stardom at 25 – a certifiable overachiever. However, that was his best year. In his 30s he became an underachiever is now probably out of baseball: Bobby Higginson (Det).
The players born 34 or 35 years ago contain a far more imbalanced group than the group from 70 years ago. There is only one Hall of Fame starter here. The list of worthy starters drops rapidly and the list of worthy relievers drops even more rapidly after Wagner. That latter point is quite surprising considering the 70 year olds weren’t used as such specialized relievers in the 60s as the pitchers have been for the past couple decades. 

This group makes up for their lack of pitching depth with incredible talent at firstbase and catcher. Fortunately, I could make room for Thome by putting him at thirdbase where he played for several years. Giambi gets the DH nod, as Delgado continues to be a solid fielding firstbaseman.  However, that meant Chipper Jones had to play outfield or shortstop. With Giambi at DH, Manny had to be one of the outfielders. Giles is OK for center. The last spot was between Ryan Klesko and Rich Aurilla. Klesko’s OB + Slg. is 90 points higher than Aurilla, but with Manny in the outfield and Thome at third, this team in real life would probably be better off with Jones in leftfield over Klesko and Aurilla at shortstop ovcr Jones.
At catcher it gets obscene. If it weren’t for all those great sluggers, I could have put Posada at DH and made room for Javy Lopez (Atl-Bal) or Jason Varitek (Bos). But, teams just don’t carry three catchers an entire season any more – let alone four, so I had to make the unjust cuts. Two other catchers were deserving of the bench: Charles Johnson (Fla-lad-Bal-Fla-Col) and Mike Lieberthal (Phi).

Nor was there room for two qualifying late bloomers are still playing better than most on this list are 3b-of-ss Melvin Mora (nym-Bal) and pitcher Jose Contreras (NYY-ChW). It is conceivable that Brendan Donnelly (Ana/LAAA) will eclipse the career achievements of Mark Wohlers, if you don’t value saves enormously. Donnelly would have to continue pitching as a top notch set-up man for another three seasons.
August 1, 1985

cf
Rondell White
Mon
ss-3bof Chipper Jones

Atl

3b
Jim Thome

Cle

lf
Manny Ramirez
Cle

1b
Ryan Klesko

Atl

rf
Raul Mondesi

LA

dh
Garret Anderson
Cal

c
Ivan Rodriguez
Tex

2b
Ray Durham

ChiW 
sp
Pedro J. Martinez
LA-Mon
sp
Steve Trachsel
ChiC

sp
Jason Bere

ChW

sp
Bill Van Landingham
SF
sp
Kirk Rueter

Mtl
clsr
Johnny Ruffin
(ChW)-Cin
ss
Will Cordero

Mon 76/45
2b
Quilvio Veras
(NYM)-Fla

cf
BL. Hunter 66/36
Hou

c
Javy Lopez

Atl
p
Carlos Perez
44/8
Mon
p
Sterling Hitchcock
NYY

p
Brian Anderson 47/15
Cal

p
Allen Watson

StL

p
Felipe Lira

Det

p
Chad Ogea

Cle


February 1, 2006

2b
Ray Durham ChW-oak-SF
cf-of
Brian Giles Cle-Pit-SD

3b-1b
Jim Thome  Cle-Phi-ChW

rf
Manny Ramirez Cle-Bos
1b
Carlos Delgado Tor-fla-NYM
lf-3bss
Chipper Jones    Atl
dh-1b3b
Jason Giambi 94/62 Oak-NYY
c
Ivan Rodriguez Tex-Fla-Det
ss
Rich Aurilla 77/48 SF-sea-sd-cin

sp
Pedro Martinez LAD-Mon-Bos-NYM
sp
Andy Pettitte NYY-Hou
sp
Steve Trachsel ChC-tb-tor-NYM

sp
Kirk Rueter
Mon-SF
sp
Estaban Loaiza pit-tex-tor-Chw-nyy-was-oak

clsr
Billy Wagner Hou-Phi
if
Mark Loretta Mil-hou-SD-Bos

lf-1b
Ryan Klesko   Atl-SD
of
Garret Anderson Cal/Ana/LAAA 
of
Rondell White Mon-ChC-nyy-kc-sd-det-min
c
Jorge Posada NYY
rsu
Mark Wohlers Atl-cin-nym-cle
lsu
Eddie Guardado Min-Sea

p
Paul Byrd nym-atl-Phi-KC-atl-LAA

p
Miguel Batista pit-fla-mon-kc-Ari-Tor
p
Cory Lidle nym-tb-Oak-tor-cin-Phi

