Birth year all-star team at 21 and at 31:

Now, it gets interesting. As teenager in 1991 George Tsuji was a founding member of AL Robinson along with one other continuous manager besides myself: Brent Haynes. (Brent and I are only a few months apart. When I last updated George’s birth date all-stars, he was just 21 (born March 28, ’74) – a age when we often first speculate whether to snatch up a prospect or not.
In 1995 there weren’t enough players born within a year of George in the Majors to fill an entire team. So, I filled it out with the youngsters who were doing the best in the highest levels of the minors.

This is an excellent illustration of how much projections can change based on achievements at such a young age. Within this group none of these players who were best at their positions  remained tops for his career – with one exception: the player thought to be the best catcher at George’s age Angelo Encarnacion was actually five years older than listed. One other Derek Jeter made the starting line-up of both lists, but he was behind Alex Gonzalez as a shortstop in ’95 and fell overall behind Nomar over his career. (Although, that could switch.) Out of the 25 best players in 1995, only six remain on the team of best. The other four being Abreu, Damon, Valdes, and Park. 
They were several more Major League pitchers in this twenty-one-ish age group in 1995. The non-pitchers certainly caught up in overall strength and depth. I don’t see any possible Hall of Fame pitchers in this group. Likely Jeter and, perhaps, one other batter will make it in. Helton?

The last starting pitcher to be cut was Matt Clement ((lA) sd-fla-ChC-Bos). He is still pitching well and is a good candidate to pass the earlier bloomers Park and Valdes. The leading reliever at 21 Taverez (Cle-sf-col-chc-fla-pit-StL) is still going strong and could return to the list with a better year than Ray King. It’s really a case of a reliever with a long up and down career vs. one who came up much later, but has been more consistently outstanding. Rafael Betancourt ((Venezuela) Cle) deserves a mention as a late late bloomer.
A little surprisingly, the position players who dropped off the list, dropped way off the list. Here is a long list of near misses, late bloomers, and imports:
very close, but out:

ss-2b 
Orlando Cabrera Mon-Bos-laa

ss-2b 
Neiffi Perez (AA) Col-kc-sf-chc
2b-3b 
T. Walker (AA) Min-Col-Cin-Bos-ChC
3b 
Mike Lowell (lA) nyy-Fla-bos
1b
Sean Casey (lA) cle-Cin
of
Dmitri Young  (AA) stl-Cin-Det
of 
Trot Nixon  (hA*) Bos
of
Shannon Stewart (AA) Tor-min
of
Jose Cruz (R) sea-Tor-SF-tb-ari-bos-la
of
J. Dye (AA) atl-KC-Oak-ChW
of-1b
Darren Erstad (hA*) cal/Ana/laaa
of
Preston Wilson (lA) nym-Fla-Col-was
of
Randy Wynn (lA) TB-Sea-SF
arrived late:
of
Matsui (Japan) NYY
of
Dellucci (R*) bal-Ari-nyy-Tex
of
Matthews (lA) sd-chc-pit-nym-bal-Tex
Starting Line-up:

cf
Roger Cedeno
LA
lf
Trey Beamon
Pit AAA
ss
Alex Gonzalez
Tor

dh
T'd Hollandsworth
LA

3b
Edgardo Alfonzo
NYM
1b-if
Derek Jeter
NYY
2b
Arquimedez Pozo
Sea AAA
rf
Ruben Rivera
NYY AAA
c
Angl. Encarnacion*
Pit
Bench:

2b-ss
Desi Relaford
Sea AAA
ss
Calvin Reese
Cin AAA
lf
Bob Abreu
Hou AAA
of
Johnny Damon
KC AA
c
Jason Kendall
Pit AA
Rotation: 

sp
Ismael Valdes
LA

sp
Bill Pulsipher
NYM

sp
Ugueth Urbina
Mon
sp
Bob Wolcott
Sea
sp
Jeff Suppan  
Bos

clsr
Julian Taverez
Cle

Bullpen:

p
Jim Pittsley
KC

p
Chan Ho Park
LA

p
Amoury Telemaco
ChC AA
p
Marc Kroon
SD AA
p
Trever Miller
Det AA

* 1995 records indicated Angelo Encarnacion was in this age range. He was actually five years older.


cf
Johnny Damon KC-oak-Bos
lf 
Bobby Abreu hou-Phi
3b-ss
Nomar Garciaparra (AA) Bos-chc-lad

1b
Todd Helton (lA) Col

dh-1b
Richie Sexson (hA*) Cle-Mil-ari-Sea
rf
Magglio Ordonez (hA) ChW-det
ss
Derek Jeter NYY
2b
Jose Vidro (AA) Mon/Was
c
Jason Kendall Pit-oak

Bench:

3b
Cory Koskie (hA*) Min-tor-mil 
1b-c
Mike Sweeney (hA*) KC
of
Geoff Jenkins  (hA*) Mil
of
Ichiro Suzuki (Japan) Sea
c
Bengie Molina (lA*) Ana/laaa-
Rotation:

sp
Matt Morris (hA*) StL

sp
Bartolo Colon (hA*) Cle-Mon-ChW-Ana/LAA

sp
Livan Hernandez (Cuba) Fla-SF-Mon/Was
sp
Kevin Millwood (hA) Atl-Phi-Cle

sp
Derek Lowe (AA) sea-Bos-LAD

clsr
Ugueth Urbina 
Bullpen:

rp
Ray King (R*) chc-Mil-StL

p
Ismael Valdes LAD-chc-ana-sea-tex-sd-fla

p
Jarrod Washburn (lA*) Ana/laaa
p
Russ Ortiz (lA*) SF-Atl-arz
p
Chan Ho Park LAD-tex-sd 
